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NC Ports Expansion Update
ASCE – NC Section, Coastal Branch
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Agenda
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Port of Morehead City



Why Expand?
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ASCE Infrastructure Report Card 2021
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Seaports contributed
nearly 26% of the total GDP

in 2018
Ports and port tenants

plan to spend $163 billion on their own 
infrastructure

between 2021 and 2025
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Panama Canal Locks
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New Locks Opened June 2016



Container Shipping Specifications
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Length: 1,200+ ft (366+ m)
Beam: 161-170 ft (49-52 m)
Designed Draft: 45-50  ft (13-15 m)

Length: 965-984 ft (294-300 m)
Beam: 141 ft (43 m)
Designed Draft: 41-45 ft (12 -14 m)

Length: 951-965 ft (290-294 m)
Beam: 105 ft (32 m)
Designed Draft: 41 ft (12.5 m)

Length: 984-1,100 ft (300-335 m)
Beam: 158-161 ft (48-49 m)
Designed Draft: 41-48 ft (12-14m)

* Most vessels that arrive at the Port of Wilmington do not arrive at designed draft

10,001-12,500 
TEU

8,001-10,000 TEU

4,501-8,000 TEU

3,400-4,500 TEU

10,001-12,500 TEU
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Projects Completed



Turning Basin- 2016 and 2020
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Berth Reconstruction
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Container Crane Procurement
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Refrigerated Container (Reefer) Yard 2020
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Refrigerated Container (Reefer) Yard 2020
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Duke Energy Transmission Lines, Cape Fear River
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Projects Underway
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South Gate Complex Improvements 2021
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South Gate Complex Improvements 2021



22

The Look Ahead
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Cape Fear River Channel
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• Wilmington Harbor Navigation Improvements authorized by Congress in WRDA 2020
• Long-term viability requires channel improvements

• Neighboring ports well underway 
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Intermodal Rail Capability
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Summary
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Imagine Your Future Here
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