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ALASKA CAPITAL  
ENGINEERS 
SEPTEMBER 2020 

MESSAGE FROM THE ASCE JUNEAU BRANCH PRESIDENT 

Dear Alaska Capital Engineers, 

Though it may not have turned out as any of us had expected, I hope that 
everyone has been able to make the most of these past few months. As 
summer comes to a close, the Juneau Branch of ASCE will be starting 
back up. 

Given the current situation with the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic 
we hope that everyone is being safe and following the current federal, 
state and local guidelines. In order to help protect the health and welfare 
of our members and our community ASCE nationals is highly 
encouraging that all meetings for the remainder of the 2020 calendar year 
be conducted virtually. To comply with these recommendations, we are 
pursuing the use of the virtual meeting software Zoom to provide virtual 
presentations in place of our regular in person luncheons. 

These presentations will be hosted live at a predetermined date and time 
as well as saved and archived on the Juneau Branch Website. If you or 
someone you know would be interested in being a presenter this year, 
please contact one of the Juneau Branch officers. We are always looking 
to hear from local professional and the projects that are happening in our 
community. 

This month will also be my last month as the Juneau Branch President. 
We will be hosting our Juneau Branch elections this month, you should 
receive a link to the ballot in your email. We appreciate if you take a few 
moments to fill this out. 

We hope that everyone can stay safe and healthy and we are looking 
forward to being able to see all of you again in-person, hopefully in the 
not too distant future. 

Thank you, 

Ethan Roemeling 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

     Virtual Luncheon Via Zoom  

     Date: TBD 
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SUPPPORT THE ENDOWMENT OF THE DALE NELSON MEMORIAL CIVIL ENGINEERING 

SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Dale Albin Nelson, PE, F.ASCE 14 December 1944—01 January 2019  

Growing up in Washington, Dale worked at his parents’ logging and sawmill business as 
well as at his grandparents’ cattle ranch. Completing his degree in Civil Engineering, 
Dale realigned his dream and moved to Alaska, where he worked for the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers at Fort Richardson. Soon after, Dale married Elaine, and they were 
blessed with two children: Garth Nelson, a registered civil engineer, and Lesa 
Zimnawoda, an environmental scientist.  

Committed to strong family values, Dale was a strong role model for Anchorage youth, 
teaching positive work ethic, compassion, and community involvement, and a stalwart 

proponent of young engineering professionals, providing powerful mentorship and 
advocacy. He distinguished himself as an active and influential member of ASCE, assuming 

leadership responsibility within ASCE beginning in 1971, serving all positions within the Board 
of Directors of the Anchorage Branch and the Alaska Section, and as a Regional Governor and 

Director. In October 1999, Dale was elevated to the ASCE Fellow status and he became 
a life member in 2009. Throughout his career, Dale was admired and well respected by 
the engineering community he so passionately served. 

Dale Nelson Memorial Civil Engineering Scholarship Fund  

In his honor and memory, Dale’s family established the Dale Nelson Civil Engineering 
Memorial Scholarship, which is currently gathering funds through the University of 
Alaska Foundation in a holding account. Current funding has reached $22,000, and it is 
hoped that the $25,000 level needed for an endowed scholarship will be reached soon 

Your Financial Support  

If you are able to contribute, you may do so online (https://engage.alaska.edu/, select 
"Other" as designation, and write "Dale Nelson Memorial Scholarship Fund" in the 
comment section), by check (checks payable to “University of Alaska Foundation” and 
write "Dale Nelson Memorial Scholarship Fund" in the memo section), or by wire 
transfer (contact the University of Alaska Foundation at 907-450 -8030 or 
foundation@alaska.edu for details).  

Checks may be mailed to:  

University of Alaska Foundation            University of Alaska Foundation 

2025 Yukon Drive              1815 Bragaw St., Ste.203 

PO Box 755080                or              Anchorage, AK 99508 

Fairbanks, AK 99775       

 

Tax ID # 23-7394620 
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DREAM BIG, ENGINEERING OUR 

WORLD  

All around the world, engineers are pushing the 

limits of ingenuity and innovation in unexpected, 

imaginative, and amazing ways. Dream Big: 

Engineering Our World, a giant-screen film about 

engineering, takes viewers on a journey of 

discovery from the world’s tallest building to a bridge higher than the clouds. Along the way, the audiences witness how 

today’s engineers are shaping the world of tomorrow. 

 

ASCE NEWS BRIEF  

Dream It. Believe It. Build It.  

BY Samantha-Rose Hall 

September 1, 2020 

Dedicated to the welfare of the public, civil engineers 
are society’s unsung heroes. But no hero has the same 
story. Civil engineering is a global profession and 
community. Therefore, civil engineers can come from 
anywhere and take inspiration from anything. 
 
For Tresor Moolo, that story and his inspiration both 
begin where he grew up – in Bau, a town in the South 
Ubangi province of the Democratic Republic of Congo. 
It’s an area where limited access to clean water drives a cycle of poverty and suffering. 
 
It’s where Moolo has known  

heartbreaking loss. But it’s also where he found the love and inspiration to pursue a career in civil engineering; a career 
that now supports his goal to give back to his hometown and inspire others to help their own communities. 
 
“I grew up in a region where you feel like the world is against you. Access to simple infrastructure was very difficult,” 
said Moolo, who now works as a civil engineer at OSEH Inc. and is an active member of the ASCE Illinois Section. 
“I think it’s because there’s just so many obstacles, and it’s so difficult to overcome them. It is hard to get out and to grow 
when you don’t have resources available to you. Coming from an economically depressed region, I think of how hard it 
was for me to get to where I am, and I never gave up. If you always have hope, you can do anything.” 
 

Read more here: https://news.asce.org/dream-it-believe-it-build-it/ 

 

Children collect water from local springs. PHOTO: Tresor Moolo 
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INFORMATION SHORTS 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT HOURS 

The ASCE Juneau Branch will provide electronic continuing education development hour certificates for those who are 

interested in tracking development hours received by attending the Alaska Capital Engineers Luncheons to hear speakers 

present on engineering topics.  Certificates can be found on the branch webpage:  http://branches.asce.org/juneau/      

ASCE JUNEAU BRANCH WEBSITE 

Bookmark this website for easy access to the events calendar, PDH certificates, new and archived newsletters, contact 

information and much more:  http://branches.asce.org/Juneau/ 

For questions or concerns regarding the Juneau Branch ASCE website, please contact Ethan Roemeling. 

ACCESSENGINEERING 

Developed in partnership with McGraw-Hill Education, ASCE members now have FREE and unlimited usage of this 

award-winning engineering reference tool:  www.asce.org/AccessEngineering 

MEMBERSHIP AND RENEWAL 

Thank you for your continued membership and support for ASCE and NSPE.  Our professional organizations provide a 

great opportunity to network with other members of the engineering profession.  Select the links below for society 

membership information. 

ASCE Membership Information 

NSPE Membership Information 

   

  

2019-2020 ALASKA CAPITAL ENGINEERS OFFICERS 

ASCE 

President – Ethan Roemeling, EIT 

Vice President - Lucas Chambers, PE 

Treasurer – Janice Simmons, EIT 

Secretary – Micki Minsch, EIT 

Past President – Matt McGuan, PE 

Emeritus - TBD 

Special Committees 

School Outreach/STEM Coordinator - Please Volunteer 

Dream Big Coordinator - Please Volunteer 

ASPE - Alaska Society Contacts 

Past President - Jeanne Bowie, PE 

President - Chris Miller, PE 

President Elect – Craig Bledsoe, PE 

Secretary - Leora Houtary, PE 

Treasurer - Michael Spano, EIT 

NSPE House of Delegates - Brad Fristoe, PE 

Anchorage Chapter Director – Brian Lamson, PE 

Fairbanks Chapter Director - Frank Wuttig, PE 

Juneau Chapter Director - Darrell Wetherall, PE 
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