
Presentation: “Behavior of Reinforced Concrete Columns subjected to High Strain 
Rate loading-Blast effect” (1 PDH) 

Date:  Thursday, April 23, 2009 

Time:   12:00 PM – 1:00 PM  

(Please arrive between 11:30 and 11:45 AM to register)  

Cost:  $15 for members, $20 for non-members, $5 for students and life members 

Location:  Faculty Lounge, Room 226 McNair Hall, North Carolina A&T State Uni-
versity, Greensboro (see the last page for campus map) Parking Deck located on 
Laurel Street. 

Presenter:  Dr. Taher Abu-Lebdeh, PhD., P.E. is an Assistant Professor at North 
Carolina A&T State University Department of Civil, Architectural, Agricultural, and 
Environmental Engineering.  His areas of research interest include civil engineering 
and construction materials, damage and fracture mechanics of reinforced and fiber 
reinforced concrete, repair of existing concrete structures, inelastic behavior of con-
crete, and constitutive modeling of reinforced concrete subjected to multi axial load-
ing. 

Dr. Abu-Lebdeh holds a Bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering and a Master’s de-
gree in Structural Engineering from Yarmouk University in Jordan.  He has a Doc-
torate in Sturctural Engineering from Louisiana State University. 
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Welcome to the April edition of the ASCE Northern Branch newsletter.  April is an exciting 
time for our branch….this is the month that we give out three $750 NC A&T University 
scholarships.  This is all thanks to our newsletter sponsorships. 

Betty Farr, PE with Jewell Engineering Consultants, PC is the leader of our scholarship 
committee.  Each year the committee comes up with a topic of interest in civil engineering 
and asks the students to write an essay on this topic. The committee reviews the papers 
and votes on the top 3 students.  This year the students were asked to write a 450-500 word 
essay on the topic “Acknowledging the challenge of the current economic times, how can 
civil engineers better help the public and local officials understand the urgency and impor-
tance of caring for the nation’s overburdened infrastructure?”  The Northern Branch meeting 
will be held at the University to honor the students and hold our normal monthly meeting. 

Also it is the time of year for Northern Branch officer nominations and elections……please 
consider becoming more active in your branch by volunteering.  Contact an officer to learn 
more.  One good thing about being an officer is that you get 2 PDHs for the year of service. 

(Continued on Page 2)�
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Chair: Shannon Austin 
Grubbs 

Current Account  

Balance: $5,631.53 
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A goal of the branch is to participate in a social event….and the big event will be a lunch Greensboro Grasshopper 
game on May 19 th, so mark your calendars and come out for this social event! 

This month we will be meeting on the campus of NC A&T University in Greensboro, NC.  Taher Abu-Lebdeh, PhD, PE is 
a professor with the Department of Civil, Architectural and Biological, Environmental Engineering at the University and 
will be presenting on some of his current research.  The title of the presentation is “Behavior of Reinforced Concrete Col-
umns subjected to High Strain Rate loading-Blast effect.”  1 PDH will be awarded.  We are looking forward to seeing 
each of you at our April 23rd meeting.�

Please remember that we, as ASCE Northern Branch Officers, are here to serve our members….Please let us know 
what you think about meetings, topics, location, etc. 
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The March meeting was held at Fire Mountain Buffet in Kernersville, NC on March 17th.  Rob Kennerly, Owner and President of Engi-

neered Concepts Consulting Services, Inc., presented a topic entitled ““Saving an Old Hospital Building”.  This was a very informative 

and interesting presentation including elaboration on: Forensic Investigative Study of Old Masonry Building, Identification and Cost 

Estimates for Remediation of the Building, and Construction of Repairs.  He also fielded any questions from each the members that 

were present.  There were 14 ASCE members, non-members, and students at this meeting and 1 PDH was awarded. 
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NC Section 2008-2009 Officers 

New officers for 2008-09. 

President-Elect— Yolande Stover, PE, STV/Ralph Whitehead Associates in Charlotte 

Vice President— Stephen W. Lacz, PE, Trigon/Kleinfelder, Inc, in Greensboro 

Secretary— Lori C. Hoffman, PE, Terracon in Raleigh 

President— Joe Moore, PE, Town of Cary 

Past President— Jeffrey Coonse, PE, Subsurface Construction Company in Raleigh 

· The North Carolina Section is currently seeking a Structural Chairperson who would be in charge of 

scheduling speakers for the Spring Tech and Fall Conference.�

Tuesday, April 14, the update to the NC Report Card on Infrastructure will be released and there will be a 
Legislative Reception at the NC Museum of Natural Sciences in Raleigh at 5:30 PM.  Plan to attend for a 
chance to meet your representatives in the NC House and Senate. 

Open House Style Reception 

Contact Jason Tracy, Civil Engineer (919) 524-5285 or Jason.Tracy@ReaContract.com 

North Carolina Museum of Natural Sciences 

11 W. Jones Street 

Raleigh, North Carolina 27601 

May 8—Section Spring Technical Sessions, Greensboro, NC 



BRANCH MANAGER  – GREENSBORO, NC 

Professional Service Industries, Inc., as a company and as individuals, has a clear vision of the future and our place in it.  We seek 
individuals who “Choose To Lead” in the Geotechnical, Testing and Inspection profession.  We seek to hire and retain the best and 
brightest people available. 

Duties typically include: Responsible for overall management of the geotechnical engineering, construction materials testing and envi-
ronmental consulting services including proposal and report preparation. Planning, growth, profitability, cost control, employee devel-
opment, and quality control Client relations and business development. Requirements: BS/MS in Civil or Geotechnical Engineering 
and 5+ years of construction materials testing and/or geotechnical experience, PE registration preferred, Management skills and de-
sire to maximize profits, Ability to manage staff engineers and senior technicians, Excellent communications and organizational skills 
are essential, Excellent knowledge of local market. 

PSI’s diverse client base offers and excellent opportunity to gain experience in a wide variety of project types and an outstanding ca-
reer opportunity with our company.  PSI has over 125 offices nationwide with 2,500 employees.  We offer a competitive salary and 
comprehensive benefits package.  Position is bonus eligible. 

PSI is proud to be and Equal Opportunity Employer 

PE / STRUCTURAL APPLICATIONS ENGINEER  

For a global manufacturer of products utilized in structural/architectural applications. Seeking candidate with experience in commercial 
construction and building code knowledge and experience. This position will support business development, sales and marketing, 
engineering, and work with building committees, inspectors, contractors, etc. Travel involved. Reports to the Director of Technol-
ogy. Excellent company and personnel. Headquarters in the Northern Charlotte Metro/Lake Norman area. Growth potential. 

Confidential resume or inquiry to: Ray Penley/RP Recruits (26th year) 704.793.1901 (day or evening) penley@tcdi.net  

UNIFOUR ENGINEERING & TESTING LABORATORIES  

Immediate openings for  technicians, engineering interns & P.E.’s in Hickory, Greensboro, and Charlotte areas. Need qualified,  moti-
vated individuals for construction-related inspection & testing services. Candidates must have good working knowledge of construction 
activities such as earthwork, concrete, & steel. All applicants must provide proof of a valid NC driver license & clean driving record. 
Apply in person, or mail resume’ to: Unifour Engineering & Testing  Laboratories, P.C. 2019 1st Ave. SW-Hickory, NC 28601 

BUILDERS ENGINEERING 
part time freelance civil, structural, mechanical and architectural engineers (individuals not firms) to visit building sites, take pictures, 
gather data and write reports.  Contact Gregory P. Parsons, MS, PE, CBO at (803) 466-2466 Phone (803) 753-9851 Fax gpar-
sons@BuildersEngineering.com�
You can check us out on our website, www.BuildersEngineering.com.�
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The Board of the Northern Branch of the ASCE NC Section has established the following goals for the 2008-2009 year: 

1. Raise money for Northern Branch Scholarships. 

2. Hold one social activity outside of regular monthly meetings during the year. 

3. Offer a minimum of 8 PDHs during the year. 

4. Establish an E-week contact and participate in school outreach. 

5. Promote and perform at least one service project. 

6. Assist with Section SPAG (State Public Affairs Grant) activities. 

7. Send one delegate to Region 4 meetings. 

8. Interact with local political entities and media. 

9. Establish a media representative to promote ASCE issues. 

We invite our members to volunteer to assist with any of the Branch goals as noted above.  

Participation will be enjoyable, productive and beneficial for all! 

Northern Branch Newsletter Sponsors Wanted! 

Contact an officer for more information...only $85 for one year! 

Volunteers needed for Spring Tech in Greensboro, NC —May 8. 

3-5 volunteers needed for local organizing committe e and include registration, program printing, cater ing and 
presenter �
��!���
��!���
��!���
��!�� If interested, please contact Steve Lacz at 336-451 -9244.�

May 19th Greensboro Grasshoppers lunch game 

The ASCE NC Northern Branch invites you to attend a  social event...a lunch 
time baseball game with the Greensboro Grasshoppers !  Please contact Jes-
sica Montgomery at montgomery49er@yahoo.com for mor e information.   
See you all there! �
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Thank you Sponsors and Advertisers for supporting North 

Carolina Northern Branch ASCE Newsletter.  For more infor-

mation  or other advertising options or to arrange sponsor-

ships, please contact Shannon Austin , Secretary/Treasurer or 

Jessica Montgomery, President. (see officer listing on page 7). 
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�  May 8, Section Spring Technical Sessions, Greensboro 

�  May 19, social Greensboro Grasshoppers lunch game 

 

Please contact Brian Kane, EI, the Northern Branch Vice Presi-
dent , if you have a suggestion for a meeting topic or if you are inter-
ested in presenting — remember-you are eligible for a PDH for pre-
senting a topic. 



http://www.ncat.edu/campus/map_spring_05.pdf 

McNair Hall is 40 on this map and the parking deck is located on Laurel Street. 


