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T H E  C I V I L  P R E S S  

M A R C H  M E E T I N G  
Subject:  MECK-SI  “Special Inspections” (NCSBC Chapter 17)  

Date:  Tuesday. March 25, 2008  
Time:  11:30 AM – 1:00 PM  
Location:  Charlotte- Mecklenburg Government Center, Room 267  
Presenter:  J. Aidoo, Administrator for Meck-SI / IBA Programs, Mecklenburg County – LUESA Code 
Enforcement 

Cost:  $20 members/$25 non-members & guests, The menu is to be determined. 

RSVP:  Dan Miller will send a meeting request to Members, Non-members should contact Dan at 

            dmiller@fandr.com.  Please RSVP by Monday, March 24, 2008, 10am. 

 

 

 

Welcome to Special Inspections 
When the North Carolina State Building Code Council adopted the 2002 International Building Code, 
they included specific language which gave local authority the ability to determine if Special Inspections 
would be applied on a local basis. Further, the NCSBC Council also granted the local authority wide 
latitude in determining how to implement the Special Inspections process on a local basis. 
 
Beginning January 17, 2006, Mecklenburg County Code Enforcement introduced meck-si.com, The 
Paperless Special Inspection Management System. Projects that require Special Inspections, permitted 
after the above date, must meet the provisions set forth within meck-si.com and the 2006 NCSBC 
Chapter 17. Failure to meet these requirements may result in a stop work notice for that project. 
 
Mecklenburg County Code Enforcement is committed to provide our customers and the general public 
with the highest level of service possible. By implementing Special Inspections, we will raise the level of 
quality assurance for construction that is completed in Mecklenburg County. 
 
Why SI is required 
The need for Special Inspections is significant. Special Inspections are a part of the NCSBC Section 
1704, addressing code compliance issues that directly effect life safety. A very important example why 
we need Special Inspections was found within the Charlotte Mecklenburg Public Schools. A vehicle 
drove through the masonry wall of a classroom at a local Charlotte Mecklenburg Elementary School. 
During a site inspection to assess repairs to the damage, it was observed that a large number of 
exterior window wall openings did not contain code prescribed seismic reinforcing. It was also revealed 
that a large percentage of grout, wind and seismic reinforcing were either missing or improperly 
installed. Since this deficiency was discovered by chance, the Charlotte Mecklenburg School System 
requested that the concrete masonry be investigated at other school locations. The findings were the 
same, missing or improperly installed grout, wind and seismic reinforcing. The cost of repairs were 
astounding, in excess of $3.8 million dollars to date. 
Excerpts from www.meck-si.com 
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T H E  C I V I L  P R E S S  

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

S P E C I A L  P O I N T S  O F  
I N T E R E S T :  

• Do you have ideas or sug-
gestions to make the 
Southern Branch better?  
If so, please contact us!   

• For job postings, business 
card ad information and 
any  newsletter questions, 
please contact Dan Miller 
at dmiller@fandr.com or 
704.596.2889. 

• Please contact any of the 
ASCE Southern Branch 
Officers if you would like 
to donate to the scholar-
ship funds. 
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I-35 Bridge Collapse Information:   The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) in January announced that a 
serious design flaw was found in some of the gusset plates on the I-35W bridge in Minneapolis, which 
collapsed on August 1, 2007. As a result, the NTSB issued a recommendation that the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) require bridge owners to verify that the stress levels in all structural elements, 
including gusset plates, remain within applicable requirements whenever planned modifications or 
operational changes may significantly increase stresses. This would apply to all non-load-path-redundant steel 
truss bridges within the National Bridge Inventory. ASCE urges its members to review the NTSB's report and 
recommendations. 

SAVE THE DATE:  ASCE Southern Branch Golf Tournament will be held on May 9, 2008.  Please see pages  7 and 8 
for the invitation and registration forms for this event.  Come and display to the Civil Engineering world, okay, 
southern region, your golfing prowess.  Also, sponsors, please contact Ryan Niccolls or Dan Miller for 
additional information. 

 

ASCE Bridges 2008 Calendars Still Available 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T H E  C I V I L  P R E S S  

A S C E  L O C A L  A N D  N A T I O N A L  N E W S  
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ASCE announces the formal release of the Bridges 2008 
Calendar. This year's calendar features 12 breathtaking 
bridges from the Chicago River Bridge to the Dom Luis I 
Bridge in Porto, Portugal. The Bridges 2008 calendar is a 
gift that can truly connect businesses. By imprinting a com-
pany's name and logo on the calendar when distributed, 
Bridges 2008 provides unparalleled exposure. 

Southern Branch April Meeting 
The Southern Branch will have the tremendous honor of presenting a total of 4 members of the Branch with the 
designation of Life Member. Achieving Life Membership in ASCE requires a career of service to both the Society 
and the civil engineering profession. The designation will be presented at our April meeting, which will be a joint 
meeting with the UNCC Student Chapter. The meeting will be held on April 22, from 5:30 PM to about 8 PM. The 
meeting will include the Life Member presentation, student chapter awards, and the induction of new Student 
Chapter officers. Please be sure to make this important meeting. 
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DON’T FORGET TO ADVERTISE HERE!! 
Your advertisements, classified ads, staff needs, business cards, you name it...should be in this newsletter!! 

 

Please contact any of the ASCE members and they can put you in contact with Dan Miller, better yet, contact Dan 
directly at dmiller@fandr.com or 704.596.2889. 

 

The deadline for submission is the last work day of the month for the subsequent month’s newsletter and the rates 
are very reasonable.  Plus you design your own ad (or you let your creative marketing staff do it for you) and I just 

insert it in the newsletter.  Pay by the word not the amount of space that is used.  You could have a full page ad for 
as little as $50 per issue (less if you pay for a 6 or 12 month advertisement).  See Page 4 for additional pricing info. 

Upcoming Events 
⇒ ASCE Spring Technical Seminars will be in Raleigh on April 28, 2008.  Please visit the 

website for additional information. 

⇒ ASCE Annual Meeting will be a joint meeting between the North and South Carolina 

Sections.  The meeting will be held in Charlotte, NC on September 11 & 12,. 2008.  We 

need volunteers for help in planning and executing this meeting.  If you are interested 

please contact Yolande Stover at 704.940.3687 or via email at 

yolande.stover@rsandh.com.  Any help you can provide is appreciated 

⇒ Spring Adopt-A-Stream will be coming soon.  Please keep this in mind. We will be asking 

for  volunteers shortly to help up make this event another success as it was in the past.  

Expect this to be held in late April or May 2008. 

⇒ Meeting at the Whitewater Center, tentatively scheduled for July, 2008.  More to come. 

⇒ Southern Branch Golf Tournament.—Additional information contained on Pages 6 

through 8.  Please note that the deadline for entries is May 1, 2008.  There is also in-

formation on sponsorships and the registration form on Pages 7 and 8.  Please contact 

Ryan if you have any questions. 



AMERICAN SOCIETY OF 

CIV IL  ENGINEERS 

A S C E  N C  S o u t h e r n  B r a n c h  O f f i c e r s !  

ASCE World Headquarters 

1801 Alexander Bell Drive 

Reston, Virginia 20191-4400

(800) 548-2723 toll free 

www.asce.org 

 

President:   Steve Kiser, sekiser@mactec.com 704.357.8600 

Past President:  Matt Magnasco, mmagnasco@ci.charlotte.nc.us 704.336.3368 

President-Elect:  Eric Rysdon, erysdon@wkdickson.com 704.334.5348 

Vice President:   Thomas Vick, tvick@shieldengineering.com 704.394.6913 

Secretary/Treasurer:  Ajay Joshi, adjoshi@mactec.com 704.357.8600 

Branch Representatives:  Toby Harris, harrist@contechbridge.com 704.953.9122 
              Bryan Metzler, bmetzler@turnbullsigmon.com  

UNC-Charlotte Faculty Advisor:  Martin Kane, mrkane@uncc.edu  

Newsletter Editor: Dan Miller, dmiller@fandr.com 704.596.2889 

Media Representative:  Daniel Bridges, bridges@pbworld.com 704.342.5404 

UNC-Charlotte Liaison:  James Starnes, jrstarnes@mactec.com 704.357.8600 

Younger Member President:  Jonathan Manke, jpmanke@terracon.com  

A M E R I C A N  S O C I E T Y  
O F  C I V I L  E N G I N E E R S  

Y O U R  
B U S I N E S S  
T A G  L I N E  

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S — S A V E  T H E  D A T E S ! !  

April 2008:    ASCE April Meeting, Joint meeting with the UNCC Student Chapter 

Spring 2008   Adopt-a-Stream Clean-up, We need Volunteers 

April 24-25, 2008 SFPE Conference, Fireproofing Seminar 

April 28, 2008  NC Section Spring Technical Seminar, Raleigh 

May 9, 2008   SAVE THE DATE, ASCE  

   Southern Branch Golf  

   Tournament 

Sept. 11-12, 2008 NC/SC Section Annual  

   Meeting 
In order to keep our membership informed re-
garding events from the National ASCE society, 
we will be including key news and events in our 
Southern Branch newsletter. For more informa-
tion on the items shown below, you can visit 
www.asce.org.  

 

Check out these ASCE events! 
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Your advertisement, classified or business card should be here!!   

“The Civil Press” for the North Carolina Southern Branch reaches on the order of 400 to 500 (and maybe more) professionals,  

academics and others.  Rates are $50 per 150 words, $75 between 150 and 200 words, $100 for up to 300 words, etc. and 

your provided graphics are included for free providing the advertisement is limited to 1 page.  Business cards are $35 per month/

issue.  Special rates are available for 6 and 12 month commitments.  Please contact any of the ASCE board members or go 

straight to the source and contact he NEWSLETTER EDITOR, Dan Miller at Froehling & Robertson, Inc., dmiller@fandr.com or 

704.596.2889 
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PB is one of the largest and most successful engineering firms in the world.  We 
are employee‐owned with more than 10,000 employees in 150 offices on six conti‐
nents.  Our focus is in transportation, and we are looking for the best and bright‐
est individuals to join our team.  Our Charlotte, NC office has an opportunity for 
anyone meeting the qualifications listed below. 

 

Typical projects would include: 

• Highway design projects for NCDOT, municipalities and developers 

Design‐Build highway projects working with contractors 

Experience: 

• NCDOT highway design experience 

• Experience successfully managing roadway projects 

• Experience managing a design group preferred 

• Experience in marketing, proposal preparation and client relations preferred 

 

Minimum 12 years of experience 

 

Education: 

• BS degree in Civil Engineering 

Registered Professional Engineer in the State of North Carolina 

For additional information, please go to www.pbworld.com and click on “People + 
Careers” 
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Get your clubs out and dust them off... 
23rd Annual ASCE Southern Branch Golf Tournament 

May 9, 2008 @ Birkdale Golf Club 

Huntersville, North Carolina 

Entry Fee: $85/person 

Sponsorship Rates: $250/hole & $350/beverage cart, putting green, hole sponsorship 

 

Pages 7 and 8 contain the official invitation and the registration form.  Please contact Ryan should you 
have any questions, need additional information or if you would like to sponsor the tournament. 

 

Aerotek E&E 

Attn: Ryan Niccolls 

2359 Perimeter Pointe Parkway 

Suite 200 

Charlotte, NC 28208 

(p) 704.329.8136 

(f) 704.329.8190 

 

Please make checks payable to: ASCE Southern Branch 

Deadline for entry is May 1, 2008  

 

We’ll See You There!! 




