
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark your Calendars!! 
Special Events: 

 

2009 Branch Award Nomination Packets are 

due March 31, 2009 

 

2009 ASCE SunCoast Scholarship Application 

Packets are due April 1, 2009 

 

2009 54th Science and Engineering Fair of 

Florida April 15-17, 2009 Lakeland FL 
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Presidentôs Message from Adnan Javed, P.E. 

tournament will be at Bobcat Trail in North Port 

on Friday, May 15th. Moreover, it is my pleasure 

to announce our newly appointed golf 

committee consisting of Eric Rose,  Luis 

Herrera, Zach Z  Zehnder and Chris Stratton. At 

the same time, I would like to thank Garry 

Downing and Spencer Anderson for 

volunteering their time to help the golf 

committee in hosting this yearôs golf tourney. 

Attached you will also find ballot for Young 

Members Group (YMG) and Outreach Volunteer 

form. We value your suggestions and time, so 

please take a moment to advise us of how we 

can provide the most to you in the best 

possible way.  

Our March 17th meeting will be focused on 

excellent transportati on network by Tampa Bay 

Area Regional Transportation Authority 

(TBARTA). Authorityôs mission is to improve 

mobility and expand multimodal transportation 

options for passengers and freight throughout 

the seven -county region, and specifically about 

the Regio nal Transportation Master Plan. We 

hope to see all on March 17th.  

Finally yet importantly, we are still seeking 

nominations for the 2009 outstanding engineers 

and/or projects in our area. Make sure to 

recognize your noble hard -working coworkers 

and great p rojects worthy of recognition. It 

would be good to see some more competition; 

otherwise, I am going to win all these awards, 

and boy I donôt like sharing at all. See you soon! 

Best Regards,  

Adnan Javed  

On Behalf of SunCoast Branch - Happy St. 

Pattyôs Day and International Women Day, and a 

Big Shot out to those crazy Spring Breakers! In 

this joyous month of Spring I wish all our 

members and friends ñSlainte agus tainte!ò 

meaning ñHealth and Wealthò to you all.  

Our Branch had a busy yet another eventful 

month (of February). Branchôs 25th Anniversary 

Cruise was a great success. Thanks to you all 

for making it such a memorable 

occasionéwhat could be better than a venue 

consisting of sunset, live music, company of 

family and friends, Ericôs chicken wings, 

Sundaeôs Turkey sauce and Sonyaôs meat balls. 

Well you may ask what I was doing there, so I 

got lucky because of my good looks and warm 

personality (but donôt tell my wife that I said 

this).  

Talking about Engineers week, for the very first 

time this year ASCE was honored by an 

Engineerôs Week Proclamation from Manatee 

County publicly recognizing us Engineers. I 

also want to thank everyone who joined us for 

hosting the 20th Annual Toot hpick Bridge 

Building Contest (TBBC). In addition, donôt 

forget the TBBC Awardôs Ceremony is this 

coming Tuesday (March 10th) at 6:00pm at 

GWiz.  

Did I tell you my valentineôs gift for this year 

was a free trip to a local famous psychic (sorry I 

was so psy ched that I forgot to ask her name). 

Nonetheless, she told me 2009 is going to be a 

great year for me, and my lucky numbers are 14 

and 25. Well number 25 (hint: branchôs 

anniversary) made sense, but wasnôt sure about 

14, until recently when I recognized th at itôs 

about time to gear up for our 14th Annual 

Charity Golf Tournament. This yearôs 
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SUNCOAST 
BRANCH  

SUB-COMMITTEES  

Please join a Sub-committee today! 1) 

Scholarship Committee: Please 

contact Tim Foushee 

fousheet@ayresassociates.com for 

more information  

2) Outreach Program Committee : 

Please contact Paula R. Wiggins at 

pwiggins@scgov.net for more 

information 

 3) Toothpick Bridge Committee: 

Please contact Chris Sharek at 

RSSharek@PBSJ.com for more 

information  

4) West Point Bridge Committee 

Please contact Andy Eiland at 

AndrewEiland@WilsonMiller.com for 

more information  

5) Florida Section Science and 

Engineering Fair Committee Please 

contact Adnan Javed at 

AJaved@scgov.net for more 

information 

The Civil Times Would Like to Wish the 

Following SunCoast Members a Happy Birthday! 

Calendar of Events 

Ashley, Robert E 
Erickson, Karyn M 
Fledderman, Travis J 
Golden, Simon B 
Grady, William O 
Horan, Matthew M 
Koons, Charles F 
Marino, Robert L 
Matthes, Michael F 

Murray, Scott R 
Orders, Robert O 
Pernigotti, Janeen  
Raposo, Keith T 
Rollo, R.L. 
Rosensweig, Dianne M 
Schwied, Ronald  
Slider, George T 
Stephenson, James F 

Stormer, Carl D 
Straw, Michael E 
Toale, Tiffany  

 

Subcommittee  
by Tony Cragg 
Hirshhorn Museum and 
Sculpture Garden 
Washington D.C. 

2009 Branch Award Nominations Being Accepted  

DO YOU HAVE AN EXCEPTIONAL 
EMPLOYEE, CUSTOMER OR PROJECT?  

IF SO, PLEASE SUBMIT NOMINATION 
FORMS FOR  

ENGINEER OF THE YEAR 

 YOUNG ENGINEER OF THE YEAR 

GOVERNMENT ENGINEER OF THE 
YEAR 

AND PROJECT OF THE YEAR 

SEND NOMINATIONS TO ANY BRANCH 
OFFICER BY March 31, 2009 

Please take a minute to reward hard work. 
Recognizing your valuable employees, 
customers, or important projects is a great 
way to showcase great individual or team 
efforts. Every firm or government office has 
someone who goes above and beyond; 
please take a moment to deliver kudos 
where deserved by filling out a registration 
form and submitting your nomination to any 
branch officer. You can find the registration 
forms attached with the Civil Times or by 
emailing Sundae.Knight@Constellatio.com    

 

mailto:Sundae.Knight@Constellatio.com
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ASCE Region 5 
Spring/Summer 2009 
Continuing 
Education Seminars  

In our continuing effort to enhance 
communications between ASCEôs 
Sections, Branches and ASCE 
National, Geographic Services is 
pleased to advise you of the following 
seminars scheduled in your 
geographic area from April  through 
September 2009: 

 

April 2-3, 2009                   Atlanta, GA 

The Engineers Roadmap to the Legal 
Process (Management) 

April 16-17, 2009       New Orleans, LA 

Design of Lateral Force Resisting 
Systems Using the 2006 International 
Building Code (Structural) 

April 22-24, 2009               Atlanta, GA 

Techniques for Pavement 
Rehabilitation (Transportation) 

April 23-24, 2009                Tampa, FL 

Seismic Design of Highway Bridges 
(Structural) 

May 7-8, 2009                    Atlanta, GA 

Bridge Condition Assessment and 
Performance Monitoring- NEW! 
(Structural) 

May 7-8, 2009                    Atlanta, GA 

Designing Aluminum Structures 
(Structural) 

May 14-15, 2009                 Tampa, FL 

Bridge Rehabilitation (Structural) 

 

These in-depth, practice-oriented 
programs are produced by ASCEôs 
Continuing Educations Department.   

Detailed descriptions of the seminars 
(by title) are available on ASCEôs 
website at 
www.asce.org/conted/seminars. If you 
have questions or need assistance, 
please contact Kelly Jarvis, Continuing 
Education Registrar at 
kjarvis@asce.org, or me at 
mcook@asce.org. 

Who will be the clever member to decipher 

the riddle this month? The first person to 

respond with the correct answer will receive a 

free lunch at our next Branch Meeting. 

Email your answer to Sundae Knight at 

Sundae.Knight@Constellation.com. 

Road trip!! 

Michelle is planning a road trip to Orlando 

with her friend. Michelle rents a car to go to 

Disney World in the morning and return her 

home that evening. One third of the way to 

see Mickey Mouse, she picks up her friend 

who accompanies her to Disney World. That 

night, she and her friend return back to 

Michelle`s place. The total cost is $75.00. If 

the amount is to be split fairly, how much 

money should Michelle pay? 

Congratulations to last monthôs Brainteaser 

winner, Pinky Pakalapati of Sarasota County, 

He not only won lunch on us at the March 

19th Meeting, he set the current record for a 

correct answer in only 24 minutes after 

publication!  There is room for one more 

winner, so may the fastest calculator cowboy 

or cowgirl win!   

FREE MONEY!! Scholarship Applicants Wanted!  

BRAINTEASERSéHow smart are you???  

As part of ASCEôs devotion to advancing 

professional knowledge, the ASCE 

SunCoast Branch is proud to offer the 

ASCE SunCoast Branch Civil Engineering 

Scholarship of up to $1000 will be granted 

for one year (two semesters). Additionally, 

ASCE SunCoast Branch is offering the 

ASCE SunCoast Branch High School 

Scholarship of up to $500 for one year (two 

semesters). Application packets are due by 

April 1, 2009 and are available at 

http://branches.asce.org/suncoast/ASCE%

20Scholarships.htm. The scholarship is 

available to students pursuing an 

education in the field of civil engineering. 

A large portion of our fundraising activities 

throughout the year go toward supporting 

the SunCoast Scholarship program. Every 

year though we struggle to receive enough 

application packets to award at least two 

deserving individuals. Most scholarships 

go unclaimed for the simple fact that not 

one student applies for the money, free 

money at that!  

True life story: I applied for the Air Force 

Sergeantôs Association Scholarship and 

was awarded $500. I wasnôt awarded the 

scholarship based on better grades, a well 

written essay, nor on financial need. I got 

the scholarship because I was the ONLY 

applicant. It took me 15 minutes to fill out 

the application and when I got the check, I 

felt like I hit the lotto. Turns out it was the 

highest paying job that Iôve ever had. Just 

15 minutes filling out an application 

package for $500 translates into over $4 

million a year!  

Little do students know that they are sitting 

on a pot-o-goldéall they have to do is 

apply.  

 

Please help us find a deserving candidate 

by forwarding the information to your local 

school or Alma Mater. 

Please contact Scholarship Committee 

Chair, Tim Foushee at 941-343-0532 or 

email at fousheet@ayresassociates.com 

for more information. 

 

mailto:Sundae.Knight@Constellation.com
http://branches.asce.org/suncoast/ASCE%20Scholarships.htm
http://branches.asce.org/suncoast/ASCE%20Scholarships.htm
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Members Helping 
Members 

If you know a member actively 

seeking employment ask them 

to send a resume and we will 

post their name and contact 

information in the newsletter or 

refer any leads to him or her 

privately.  You can help 

someone as easily as 

forwarding an email! 

Brian Fuxan  

An EIT with a MS in Industrial 

Engineering, Six Sigma Black 

Belt Certification, 5 years 

experience in Industrial 

Engineering, and 4 years 

experience in Civil Engineering 

seeks employment in west 

central Florida.  Resume 

available by email at 

brianfuxan@hotmail.com . 

Career Salary News    

How are civil engineering 

salaries affected in today's 

market? Want to know what 

you are worth in today's 

industry? Take 5 minutes to log 

in and enter your salary data at 

www.asce.org/salaries. You'll 

receive a free report with the 

current salary information for 

your level and region. The 

Salary Survey is a member 

benefit of ASCE. Participate 

today receive your free report, 

and know where you stand! 

 

SunCoast Branch Celebrates a Silver Anniversary!  

 The SunCoast  Branch  of  ASCE 
Celebrates 25 Years of  Engineer ing 

Excel lence f rom 1984 -2009.  
 

 
 
The SunCoast Branch encourages members 
to make a difference this year through 
educational outreach, recognition programs 
and public service projects.  If youôre looking 
for a way to make a difference this year, 
carve out some time in your busy schedule 
to participate more in your local ASCE 
branch activities. 
 
Educational Outreach 
 
Get involved in an existing subcommittee or 
create a new one for one of the other great 
ASCE educational programs. ASCE 
supports several programs: the Toothpick 
Bridge Contest and the West Point Bridge 
Design Contest, Math ACES and 
MathCounts. For copies of ASCEôs 
educational outreach activity guides, contact 

Shana Gipson, senior coordinator of 
diversity and pre-college outreach, at 703-
295-6418 
or sgipson@asce.org. 
 
Recognition Programs 
 
Take the time to reward a SunCoast 
member for their dedication. 
ASCE offers over 100 different awards 
programs encompassing every aspect of 
Civil Engineering from our local Branch 
Award and Scholarship programs to the 
Alfred Noble Prize. For more information 
award programs available to ASCE 
members go to 
http://www.asce.org/pressroom/honors. 
 
Public Service Projects 
 
Support your community through local public 
service organizations. Our 25th anniversary 
is an exceptional time to showcase why civil 
engineers are important to the community. 
Our members donate time, goods, and 
money to numerous excellent causes. In 
times of great need, SunCoast members can 
make a difference in the community. Letôs 
continue this great tradition and support local 
public service programs like Sarasota Adopt-
a-Family, Habitat for Humanity and local 
food banks. 
 

Together we can build a better world! 
 

2009 ASCE Report Card Available Online!  

The Report Card is an assessment by 

professional engineers of the nation's 

status in 15 categories of infrastructure. 

In 2009, all signs point to an 

infrastructure that is poorly maintained, 

unable to meet current and future 

demands, and in some cases, unsafe. 

Since the last Report Card in 2005, the 

grades have not improved. ASCE 

estimates the nation still stands at a D 

average. Deteriorating conditions and 

inflation have added hundreds of billions 

to the total cost of repairs and needed 

upgrades. ASCE's current estimate is 

$2.2 trillion, up from $1.6 trillion in 2005. 

ASCE has released their recommended 

óPrinciples for Infrastructure Stimulus 

Investmentô designed to help guide 

lawmakers and the Obama 

administration when allocating economic 

stimulus funding for infrastructure 

projects poised to aid in rebuilding the 

nationôs economy. 

You can help by taking action and 

contacting your legislator at 

http://capwiz.com/ascereportcard/home/ . 

Send an email to your elected officials 

and tell them to pass important 

legislation that you can follow online. 

mailto:brianfuxan@hotmail.com
http://www.asce.org/salaries
mailto:sgipson@asce.org
http://www.asce.org/pressroom/honors
http://capwiz.com/ascereportcard/home/
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HAMMERS AND HOPE March 26, 2009 

 

About Hammers and Hope 

Hammers and Hope is Habitat for Humanity Sarasotaôs 
annual fundraiser. This event showcases and celebrates the 
strides Habitat Sarasota is making to help Sarasota families. 

The event will be held at Hyatt Regency Sarasota on 
Thursday, March 26, 2009 at 6pm.  Invitations are 

scheduled for mailing in mid-February.  
 

1757 N. East Ave., Sarasota, FL 34234  941-365-0700 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Call for Papers  

Structures Congress 2009  

[30-Apr-09] 

World Environmental & 

Water Resources 

Congress 2009  [17-May-

09] 

Joint 2009 ASCE-ASME-

SES Conference on 

Mechanics and Materials  

[24-Jun-09] 

TCLEE 2009 Conference 

[28-Jun-09] 

33rd International 

Association of Hydraulic 

Engineering & Research 

(IAHR) Congress  [10-

Aug-09] 

Pipelines Conference 

2009  [16-Aug-09] 

14th Conference on Cold 

Regions Engineering  [30-

Aug-09] 

5th Congress on Forensic 

Engineering  [10-Nov-09] 

 

 

 

 

PHOTO CORNER:  

2009-02-18 Sarasota 

County Board of 

Commissioners E- Week 

Proclamation 

Submitted by Adnan Javed 

Calling all shutterbugséPlease 

submit your civil engineering, 

seasonal or branch member related 

photographs for inclusion in the next 

issue of Civil Times.  Please 

reference subject, date and place the 

photo was taken. 

E-Week Excitement! 

Engineerôs are recognized by Sarasota 
and Manatee Counties. 

Sarasota County Board of County 
Commissioners proclaimed February 15-
21, 2009 as Engineers Week.  For the 
first time, Manatee County Board of 
County Commissioners issued a similar 
proclamation.   
Thank you to Adnan Javed, Alex 
Boudreaux, and Jim Harriott for bringing 
the Proclamation to the Board Agendas! 

2nd Annual Winter Social another big hit! 
Thanks to our sponsors and all the great 
members and guest who attended, the 
sunset cruise aboard LeBarge was a 
wonderful trip. The weather was perfect, 
the sunset was spectacular, and we even 
had an early ñmoon.ò I still want pictures 
of that, too bad my camera was full. 
Everyone enjoyed the cruise and had a 
great time; plans are being laid to make 
next yearôs cruise just as memorial. 
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Quote of the 
Month 

άEngineers ... are not 

superhuman. They 

make mistakes in their 

assumptions, in their 

calculations, in their 

conclusions. That they 

make mistakes is 

forgivable; that they 

catch them is 

imperative. Thus it is 

the essence of modern 

engineering not only to 

be able to check one's 

own work but also to 

have one's work 

checked and to be able 

to check the work of 

others.Φέ 

- Henry Petroski 

To Engineer Is Human. 

Engineers Creed 

ASCE Conference Connection 
---March 2009--- 

  05 - 09  International Symposium for Social Management Systems 2009  Kochi, Japan 

  15 - 19  International Foundations Congress & Equipment Exposition 2009  Orlando, FL 

  30 - 04/01  
SPAR 2009: 3D Imaging and Positioning for Engineering, Construction and 
Manufacturing  

Denver, Colorado 

---April 2009--- 

  30 - 05/02  Structures Congress 2009  Austin, TX 

---May 2009--- 

  04 - 07  2009 Offshore Technology Conference  Houston, TX 

  17 - 21  World Environmental & Water Resources Congress 2009  Kansas City, MO 

  31 - 06/03  Automated People Movers 2009  Atlanta, GA 

 

The Toothpick Bridge Building Contest on February 21st 
ǿŀǎ ŀ άǎƳŀǎƘƛƴƎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎέ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ǊŀŘŜƴǘƻƴ 
Herald.  The newspaper article can be found at 
http://www.heraldtribune.com/article/20090222/ARTICLE
/902220344 

Bridges of all shapes were entered, and each was placed in 
the crusher to determine how much weight it could hold 
before failing. A ratio was calculated based on the weight 
of the bridge verses the weight the bridge carried. A prize 
for bridge aesthetics will also be given.  

This year, there will be an award for bridges built by 
teachers and a friendly competition between local 
engineering firms! Twelve students will be awarded a 
trophy and cash prizes at a March 10 ceremony. 

Thank you so much to Molly Williams, R. Chris Sharek, 
MaryEllen Maurer, Tim Foushee, and Orion J Holtey for 

their contribution to the ConteǎǘΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΗ  DǊŜŀǘ WƻōΗ 

Find out who was the top toothpick design team by 
checking out The Toothpick Bridge Awards Ceremony 
held Tuesday, March 10th at G.WIZ Hands on Science 
Museum in Sarasota, Florida from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM.   

The competition was fierce and already plans are already 
being made to topple the top bridge winner next year. 

 

 

Toothpick Bridge Contest a ñSmashing Successò 

Comet Lulin approaching 

Earth 2009-02-24 by amateur 

astronomer Jack Newton in 

Arizona.  

Calling all UF Civil Engineering grads, UF Friends, and 
Friends of the UF Civil Engineering Department! 
University of Florida friends and alumni of the UF Civil 
Engineering Department has formed a club for Civil 
Engineering Alumni (not affiliated with the UF Alumni 
!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴύ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ά/ƛǾƛƭ DŀǘƻǊǎέΦ  Mike Bell was 
honored to help form this organization and serve as the 
first Treasure.  Other officers are Ernie Cox our President 
(Ardaman & Associates, Inc.), Ananth Prasad (HNTB) as 
President Elect, Bob Behar (Behar & Associates Ft. 
Lauderdale area) as Secretary, and board members Aage 
Schroder, Ed Racila and Jim Wolfe.  The web site link for 
our group is:  http://www.ce.ufl.edu/ Σ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ƭƛƴƪ άWƻƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ /ƛǾƛƭ DŀǘƻǊǎέ ŦƻǊ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

Each of our board members represents different 
geographic regions of the State. Each board member has 
been asked to organize an activities committee to begin 
planning of social events, golf outings, and opportunities 
for the Dean or Department Chair to meet and greet in 
our areas, etc. If you are interested in serving on the Civil 
Gators Southwest Florida Activities Committee, please 
email MikeBell@wilsonmiller.com or phone 941-374-
2922.  Volunteers will be invited to an afterhours 
organizing meeting hosted in the next few weeks.  Join us 
in serving the University of Florida and Civil Engineering 
Department and becoming reconnected with your old 
friends and recent graduates! 

 

Mike Bell 

 

J. Michael Bell, P.E.  

Senior Vice President  

Managing Principal 

WilsonMiller, Inc. 

MikeBell@wilsonmiller.com 

941.255.0655 (Port Charlotte) 

941.907.6900 (Sarasota) 

941.374.2922 cell 

 

ñCivil Gatorsò Form an Alumni Club 

http://management.kochi-tech.ac.jp/
http://www.ifcee09.org/
http://www.sparllc.com/
http://www.sparllc.com/
http://content.asce.org/conferences/structures2009/index.html
http://www.otcnet.org/2009/
http://content.asce.org/conferences/ewri2009/index.html
http://content.asce.org/conferences/apm2009/index.html
http://www.heraldtribune.com/article/20090222/ARTICLE/902220344
http://www.heraldtribune.com/article/20090222/ARTICLE/902220344
http://www.ce.ufl.edu/
mailto:MikeBell@wilsonmiller.com
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