
  SunCoast Branch News 
             Volume 08 No. 2 

             February 2008 

   
 

 

HTTP://BRANCHES.ASCE.ORG/SUNCOAST/ 
 

IN THIS ISSUEIN THIS ISSUEIN THIS ISSUEIN THIS ISSUE…………    
�

Presidential Proclamation… PG 1 

President’s Message… PG 2 

Sarasota County Proclamation... PG 2 

Happy Birthdays........... PG 3 

High School Visits……… PG 3 

Brain Teaser... PG 3 

Toothpick Bridge… PG 4 

Upcoming Events…… PG 5 

Westpoint Bridge…....  PG 6 

Calendar................... PG 7 

  

 

 
 

Presidential Message for  National Engineers’  Week  
February 17-23, 2007  
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WASHINGTON 

Presidential Proclamation 

I send greetings to those observing National Engineers 
Week. 
 
By harnessing the power of technology and science, 
engineers help transform and enhance the quality of life for 
people around the globe.  Their work spurs innovation in 
many important areas, such as manufacturing, defense, 
agriculture, and aviation.  For nearly six decades, National 
Engineers Week has recognized engineers’  contributions to 
society and encouraged young people to learn more about 
this exciting field. 
 
For generations, Americans have been at the forefront of 
innovation.  To continue our Nation’s progress, maintain 
America’s competitiveness, and carry on our legacy of 
innovation, our next generation of leaders must be well-
versed in science, math, and other critical subjects.  My 
Administration founded the American Competitiveness 
Initiative, which is working to improve education 
technological advances.  Through our combined efforts, we 
can motivate young American’s to become the next 
generation of pioneers in engineering. 
 
I appreciate engineers for working to advance America’s 
legacy of progress. Your efforts contribute to a brighter 
future and embody the spirit of American innovation. 
 
Laura and I send our best wishes. 
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ENGINEERS MAKE A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE! 

 

President’s MessagePresident’s MessagePresident’s MessagePresident’s Message    
Happy Engineer’s Week 2008!  That’s right Engineers Week is fast approaching during the week of February 17-
23.  I’m sure you all are feverishly preparing to celebrate this special time by hanging green, yellow and red 
traffic lights, wrapping gifts in old plan sets you knew the client would never use, eating stale donuts, coffee and 
maybe some of that leftover birthday cake in the office fridge, challenging co-workers to see if it really is 
impossible to fold a piece of paper in-half more than seven times and of course getting misty eyed while you give 
your young E.I.’ s three new pond designs which have to be completed by tomorrow!     
All kidding aside, Engineers Week is a great time to recognize the truth to this year’s theme; “Engineers Make a 
World of Difference” .  There’s no better way to make a difference locally than to participate in ASCE’s 
upcoming Toothpick Bridge on Feb 23 and High School Outreach endeavors during E-Week.  Read more about 
these in the newsletter and let us know when you would like to volunteer. 
The SunCoast Branch got a head start celebrating E-Week at our Winter Social aboard the LeBarge sunset cruise 
in Sarasota Bay on Feb 1.  All 95 participants had an enjoyable time while cruising in Sarasota Bay and watching 
the magnificent sunset from the middle of Big Sarasota Pass!   
Thanks to Allan Haack, P.E., for his intriguing presentation at last month’s Branch meeting on the not so well 
know engineering challenges faced at the World Trade Center after the 9-11 attacks.  I was certainly interested to 
learn that the buildings’  40ft slurry wall foundation was nearly compromised and could have potentially allowed 
the Hudson River to flood parts of New Jersey through the subway system.  Luckily ASCE engineers from 
around the Country made necessary repairs to hold the Hudson at bay.  9-11 was a terrible a national tragedy but 
it has also served as an amazing laboratory to study constructed engineering designs placed under real world 
catastrophic conditions.   
This month, at the Feb 21 Branch meeting, it is our honor to host Frderick Derr, P.E., Chairman & CEO of 
Frederick Derr & Company, Inc.  Mr. Derr operates one of the premier general contracting companies in 
southwest Florida and will be presenting “General Contracting in Southwest Florida” .  Be sure to attend and hear 
Mr. Derr present his successes, challenges and insight into this most important industry.  Please RSVP to Eric 
Rose by COB Monday, Feb 18. 
Branch officers are looking for nominations for the SunCoast’s Young Engineer of the Year, Engineer of the 
Year, Government Engineer of the Year and Project of the Year awards.  If you or a co-worker has excellent 
work deserving recognition, send your nomination to Adnan Javed at ajaved@boyleengineering.com.   
Lastly, your Branch Officers will be attending local jurisdictional Commission and Council meetings to accept 
public Proclamations that Feb 17 – 23 is E-Week 2008!  Do your part to stand up and proclaim your profession 
as one of the oldest and best in the world! 
 
Spencer  Anderson, P.E. 
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BRAIN TEASER 
 

Peter had 144 books and donated them to four schools.  
When Peter checked the number of books given to  
each school, he found out that the difference of the 
 number of books between School A and School B  
was 4; between School B and School C was 3;  
between School C and School D was 2. School A 
 had the most number of books, but received less  
than 40 books. How many books did School D get? 

 
 
 
 

Email your answer to Eric Rose  at eric.rose@rsandh.com 
The first person to respond with the correct answer will receive a free lunch at our next 

Branch Meeting. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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FEBRUARY 
Robert Bayless, John Early, 

Carolyn Eastwood, Stephen Estrin, 
Timothy Foushee, Morris Israel, 

William Jensen, David McAnaney, 
Scott McKenna, Michael Pender, 

Michael Redman, Jennifer 
Rzewnicki, Barth Schlup, James 

Schotsch, Kenneth Slezak,  
Teresa Toole and Paula Wiggins 

Valentine' s Day 

Engineers'  Week 
Proclamation 

Joint ASCE/FES 
Banquet 

Toothpick Building 
Bridge Contest 

Executive Board 
Meeting 

Toothpick Building 
Bridge Contest 

Meeting 

 

E-Week High School Outreach 
The SunCoast Branch is coordinating outreach events to local high schools on Feb 19, 20 
and 21, 2008.  We will present a short introductory DVD on the Engineering profession 
then challenge students with a project from the PBS show Design Squad.  The project 
involves teams of students using split foam tube, tape, toothpicks and a marble to make a 
functional roller coaster model while learning about kinetic and potential energy.  Students 
will be judged on their ability to create the loopiest roller coaster with the lowest material 
cost.   
Volunteers are needed to participate as project instructors.  For more information or to 
volunteer, please contact Spencer Anderson at sanderso@scgov.net or Chris Sharek at 
rcsharek@pbsj.com to sign up! 
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  Upcoming Events   
  ---March 2008---   

03 - 05 Earth & Space Conference 2008  
Long Beach, 
California USA 

09 - 12 GeoCongress 2008  New Orleans, LA 
27 - 30 Engineers Without Borders-USA 2008 International Conference  Seattle, Washington 
  ---April 2008---   
13 - 16 Solutions to Coastal Disasters Conference 2008  Honolulu, Hawaii 

24 - 26 
First International Symposium on Transportation and Development Innovative Best 
Practices (TDIBP 2008)  Beijing, China 

24 - 26 Structures 2008 Congress  Vancouver, Canada 
30 - 30 OPAL  Washington, DC 
  ---May 2008---   
13 - 16 World Environmental & Water Resources Congress 2008  Honolulu, Hawaii 

18 - 21 Engineering Mechanics Conference 2008  
Minneapolis, 
Minnesota 

18 - 22 Geotechnical Earthquake Engineering & Soil Dynamics IV (GEESD IV)  Sacramento, CA 
  ---June 2008---   

25 - 28 4th CINPAR - International Conference on Structural Defects and Repair  
University of Aveiro, 
Portugal 

  ---July 2008---   
22 - 27 Pipelines 2008  Atlanta, GA 
27 - 30 The 6th National Seismic Conference on Bridges & Highways  Charleston, SC 
  ---September 2008---   
22 - 26 KARST 2008  Tallahassee, FL 
25 - 27 2008 Architectural Engineering Conference  Denver, CO 
  ---October 2008---   
01 - 01 T&DI Pavement Conference  Seattle, Washington 
  ---November 2008---   
06 - 08 ASCE©s 138th Annual Civil Engineering Conference (Coming Soon)  Pittsburgh, PA 
16 - 19 2008 International Low Impact Development Conference  Seattle, WA 
  ---December 2008---   
03 - 05 The Fourth International Conference on Forensic Engineering  London, UK 
03 - 05 The World Engineering Convention  Brasilia, Brazil 
10 - 12 2nd International Symposium on Shallow Flows  Hong Kong 
  ---January 2009---   
05 - 07 Thailand 2009  Bangkok, Thailand 
  ---July 2009---   
16 - 18 The 18th International Symposium on Transportation and Traffic Theory  Hong Kong 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark Your Calendars!!!!!!! 

Our Next ASCE Suncoast Branch Meeting 
 

March 20, 2008  
Speaker - Larry Face  Subject - 10 Attributes of a Leader  
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2007 – 2008 SunCoast 
Branch Executive Board 

President 
Spencer Anderson, P.E. 
Sarasota County Environmental Svcs. 
1001 Sarasota Center Blvd. 
Sarasota, FL 34240 
sanderso@scgov.net 
(941) 915-3421 

Vice-President 
Adnan Javed, P.E. 
Boyle Engineering Corp. 
5971 Cattleridge Blvd., Suite. 200 
Sarasota, Florida 34232 
ajaved@boyleengineering.com 
(941) 377-8858 

Secretary 
Eric Rose, E.I. 
Reynolds, Smith & Hills, CS 
205 North Orange Ave., Suite 1SW 
Sarasota, Florida 34236 
Eric.Rose@rsandh.com 
(941) 365-8539 

Treasurer 
Sonya Fronckowiak, P.E. 
WilsonMiller, Inc. 
6900 Professional Pkwy. E. 
Sarasota, Florida 34240 
danbond@wilsonmiller.com 
(941) 907-6900 

Past President 
Daniel J. Bond, P.E. 
WilsonMiller, Inc. 
6900 Professional Pkwy. E. 
Sarasota, Florida 34240 
danbond@wilsonmiller.com 
(941) 907-6900 

Golf Tournament Chair 
Eric Rose, E.I. 
Reynolds, Smith & Hills, CS 
205 North Orange Ave., Suite 1SW 
Sarasota, Florida 34236 
Eric.Rose@rsandh.com 
(941) 365-8539 

Webmaster 
D. Scott McKenna, P.E. 
WilsonMiller, Inc. 
6900 Professional Pkwy. E. 
Sarasota, Florida 34240 
scottmckenna@wilsonmiller.com 
(941) 907-6900 
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ASCE Luncheon: Thursday, February 21st, 2008 
Where? Speaker  Who Needs to Know? 
Dutch Heritage Frederick Derr, P.E. RSVP:  Eric Rose 
3713 Bahia Vista Street 
 
When? 

 
RS&H CS 
Phone: (941) 342-8572 
Email: eric.rose@rsandh.com 

11:50-12:00 Registration 
12:15 Speaker 

Topic of Discussion: 
 

By: End of Day Tuesday February 19th 

How Much? 
$13.00 

“ General Contracting in SW 
Florida”  

Honored Guest 
ASCE Members and Guests 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                          Directions to Dutch Heritage (3713 
Bahia Vista Street) 
 

Take I-75 to Exit 207, Bee Ridge Road, head west toward McIntosh Road. Turn 
north (right) onto McIntosh Road, to Bahia Vista Street. Turn west (left) onto Bahia 

Vista Street, and the Troyer©s Dutch Heritage restaurant is at 3713 Bahia Vista 
Street, on the right after you cross the railroad tracks. 

 

Please contact Adnan Javed if there are any questions regarding 
directions to Dutch Heritage 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                                   

 
 

      
SunCoast Branch 
c/o Adnan Javed, P.E. 
Boyle Engineering Corporation 
5971 Cattleridge Blvd. 
Sarasota, FL 34232 
  

THE SUNCOAST BRANCH NEWSLETTER 
IS NOW ONLY DISTRIBUTED 

ELECTRONICALLY.   
IF YOU KNOW OF A MEMBER THAT 

DOES NOT RECEIVE THE NEWSLETTER 
AND WOULD LIKE TO, PLEASE HAVE 

THEM CONTACT THE BRANCH 
SECRETARY. 
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