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ASCE March Meeting Minutes

Speaker: Jennifer Jacka-Taylor, P.E., ENV SP, M.ASCE. ASCE Region 7 Governor
Topic: Why Get Involved?
Date: Wednesday, March 27, 2019
Location: Advanced Learning Library

771 West 2nd St. N, Wichita KS 67203

President Logan Mills called the meeting to order at 12:01 pm and opened the meeting with
announcements.

Announcements

a. Thanks to the people hosting the engineering demonstrations every month at the library. This
Saturday we still need volunteers.

b. The Dream Big DVD toolkits have arrived. The Wichita ASCE branch nominated several schools. If
anyone would like to hand deliver a DVD, they are available today, along with a letter from ASCE
explaining the gift.

c. Lynn Packer, the webmaster, was presented with the outstanding section branch web award for
small sections and branches.

d. Reminder of the joint meeting tomorrow with ASCE Kansas Section, Smokey Valley KSPE & Tri-
Valley KSPE on March 28th, 2018 at the Brookville Hotel in Abilene. The speaker will be Mike
Floberg, Director of Innovative Technologies at KDOT, who will be speaking about
autonomous/connected vehicles. Carpooling is available for those who are interested.

e. Next ASCE meeting will be April 17, 2019. It will be our joint meeting with WSPE to tour the Four
Mile Creek Sewer Treatment Plant.

f. The biannual ASCE adopt a highway will be Thursday, April 25, 2019. Everyone is encouraged to
attend and enjoy free pizza/beverages and a free T-shirt.

g. Nominations for officers next year are currently being accepted.
h. Steak Fry will be in June

Vice President Kyle Kerns introduced the guest speaker, Jennifer Jacka-Taylor, P.E., ENV SP, M.ASCE.
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Jennifer began her presentation by complimenting the local ASCE branch. She has been in Wichita for
work before and enjoys the area.

What do civil engineers have in common with government officials? They both serve the public good
and require input from the public to do their job well. Civil Engineers can help politicians by explaining
the technical needs of projects. As Plato said, “one of the penalties of refusing to participate in politics is
that you are governed by your inferiors.” The engineering code of ethics states, “engineers shall hold
paramount the safety, health, and welfare of the public.” Therefore, engineers are required to educate
and teach politicians.

What does ASCE do in Washington D.C.? Monitor legislative activities, inform congress, and encourage
regular ASCE members to be speak to politicians.

How can you know what ASCE is for or against? They have over 160 policy statements to provide
guidance on public policy, reviewed every 3 years, all available online. As a non-profit organization, ASCE
can’t directly support a candidate, but it does lobby actively. Jennifer described lobbying as a good and
necessary way to educate politicians. ASCE has advocacy tools for helping engineers know how to talk to
government officials. They encourage regular members to participate in fly-in and drive-ins, where
section/branch leaders gather to promote infrastructure needs to their representatives. The 2019 topics
are to fix highway trust fund, reauthorize dam safety, promote infrastructure and awareness of needs.
ASCE pays $135 per diem and travel expense if you decide to participate. Another way to get involved is
to become a key contact and receive timely key alerts about ASCE related activities, which you can use
to update local representatives regularly.

In 2018 the KS Infrastructure Report Card was released, and our overall grade was raised from C- to C.
Why use report cards? They are a simple metric to communicate to an audience outside of engineering
community, reporting technical information in an easy to understand format. A new report card is
created every 4-5 years, reassessing infrastructure needs.

Why does Kansas have such a low grade? Explosive population growth and school enrollment, local
opposition and red tape, and aging infrastructure. It’s estimated that $1.6 trillion is needed to maintain
infrastructure.  The pride and vision of our forefathers are crumbling before us! Hopefully someday the
public can be educated about the need to raise the gas tax.

What can you do? We have a government by the majority who participate. 1/6 of the population voted
for the winner. A quarter are underage; a quarter haven’t registered or are ineligible. Some vote for the
losing candidate. Why not run for office?

To conclude, sharing information with our government is essential. America thrives on the shoulders of
engineers. There are so many special interest groups trying to capture attention. There is a need for
engineers to step up and fill the void of leadership and expertise.

Brad Shores commented that being involved with the ASCE report card study helped “dissolve the black
box of mystery” surrounding the process and grading. He recommended it to all for understanding the
field.
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Meeting Attendees

1 Abdul Hamada 18 John Oswald
2 Alan Farrington 19 Julianne Kallman
3 Behrooz Rahbar 20 Karl Svaty
4 Brad Shores 21 Kurt Hershey
5 Dan Squires 22 Kyle Kerns
6 Daniel Mealiff 23 Layla McDaniel
7 Daniel Schrant 24 Logan Mills
8 Debra Ary 25 Lynn Packer
9 Dustin Nickel 26 Mark Buckingham

10 Geoffrey Thompson 27 Mike Armour
11 Gregg Greenwood 28 Mike Thompson
12 Jake Borchers 29 Nichole Witushynsky
13 James Shimp 30 Robert Blackmore
14 James Wagner 31 Scott Bernhardt
15 Jay Anglemyer 32 Scott Lindebak
16 Jennifer Jacka-Taylor 33 Tyler Ummel
17 Jessica Rhein

Meeting adjourned by President Logan Mills at 12:45 p.m.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Secretary Daniel Mealiff.


