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Hello ASCE Palm Beach Branch, 

The year started and we have all been very busy at work. Our Branch has followed suit and we 
continue to hold multiple events to keep you engaged. We started the year with our January 
Luncheon and Demo on Permeable Pavers by Belgard in Riviera Beach. 

 

In February, we participated in the Legislative Breakfast and held our monthly luncheon on Water 
Resiliency in South Florida presented by Carolina Maran from the SFWMD. We also led three K-12 
events: the Balloon Racecar activity at Rohiôs Readery, the E-Week Event at the Hagen Ranch 
Library, and kicked off this yearôs Bridge Competition for middle and high school students. 

 

Our March Luncheon was Modeling Green Stormwater Infrastructure with ICPR presented by Pete 
Singhoffen. The Solid Waste Authority led the STEM activity at Rohiôs Readery by teaching 
participants to make recycled paper. 

 

We have many opportunities for our members and their companies to volunteer and reach out to 
future engineers. Please lookout for those events and let us know which activity you can help out 
with! 

 

Thank you for supporting your ASCE Branch! 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Phoebe Cuevas Molina, PE 

President, ASCE Palm Beach Branch 
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In February, the Joint Professional Societies held the Annual Legislative Breakfast in Palm Beach 
Gardens. The theme of the event was ñPlanning for a Resilient Floridaò. Florida State senators 
Bobby Powell (District 24)  and Lori Berman (District 26) were in attendance, along with Florida 
House of Representatives Kelly Skidmore (District 92), Jervonte ñTaeò Edmonds (District 88) and 
Katherine Waldron (District 93). The panelists were also joined by Palm Beach County Assistant 
Administrator Todd Bonlarron. The meeting focused on issues relevant to Palm Beach County and 
the panelists answered questions from industry attendees. Thank you to all on the planning 
committee and sponsors for this great event! 
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For Engineering Week, (E-week) ASCE Palm Beach partnered with Sara Schandelson from Hagen Ranch 
Library to host its annual E-Week event. This year, students participated in a gumdrop dome activity, watched 
the movie "Dream Big", and had a question-and-answer session with Justin Tagle, ASCE Palm Beach Branch 
vice president and Tzufit Boyle, ASCE Florida Section past president. 
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ASCE Palm Beach Branch Continues to volunteer monthly at Rohiôs Readery, a childrenôs 
bookstore that is located in 600 S Rosemary Square, suite 162. Pictured below, Chen-Moore and 
Associates volunteered in hosting the STEAM activity for February with balloon powered race cars. 
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Pictured below, is the March event with Solid Waste Authority at Rohiôs Readery. The featured 
activity included paper making with recycled materials. 
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MONTHLY LUNCHEONS: 

LOCATION REMINDER 

We are holding our monthly luncheons in person at the SWA Multi-purpose building. Please see 

below for how to enter from High Ridge Rd. We look forward to seeing you at our next luncheon! 
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On January 26th, Belgard hosted the ASCE Palm Beach Branch at the Riviera Beach Marina.  
Attendees were exposed to a presentation on the design and benefits of permeable pavers. The 
presentation gave recent examples of permeable pavement systems, design criteria, and 
maintenance. The presentation ended with an on-site demonstration of the permeable paver 
system in place at the Riviera Beach Marina. 

PERMEABLE PAVERS DESIGN FOR 

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 
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Speaker: Carolina Maran, Ph.D., P.E. 

Carolina Maran, Ph.D., P.E. is the District Resiliency Officer with the South Florida Water Management 
District. In her role, she is responsible for coordinating resilience efforts across federal, state, regional and 
local agencies, advancing scientific research and data analysis to ensure the District's resilience planning 
and projects are founded on the best available science; and, developing and implementing comprehensive 
resiliency goals to mitigate and adapt to the challenges facing the District's infrastructure from sea level rise 
and other climate change impacts. Carolina has nearly 20 years of experience working on water resources 
planning, management, and regulation; water and climate resiliency; water allocation rules and conflict 
resolution; hydrologic and hydraulic modeling, decision support systems and GIS.  She holds a Ph.D. in 
Civil and Environmental Engineering - Water Resources from Colorado State University and a Master's 
Degree in Water Resources Engineering from Parana Federal University in Brazil. Currently, she serves on 
the Florida Water and Climate Alliance Steering Committee, Southeast Florida Regional Climate Compact 
Steering Committee, and on the Board of Directors of South Florida Hydrologic Society and the Resilient 
Utility Coalition. Mom of two incredible boys, Carolina enjoys watching them play little league baseball and 
visiting new places with her family. 

For the February Luncheon, the South Florida 
Water Management Districtôs (SFWMD) Dr. 
Carolina Maran, P.E. presented on resilience 
efforts, sea level rise, and flood resiliency plan & 
C&SF study. SFWMD is strongly committed to 
addressing the impacts of climate change, 
including rising sea levels, changing rainfall and 
flood patterns. The current District Resiliency 
efforts, under the leadership of Dr. Maran, focus on 
assessing how sea level rise and extreme events, 
including flood and drought events, happen under 
current and future climate conditions, and how they 

affect water resources management. The presentation discussed how the District is making significant 
infrastructure adaptation investments that are needed to successfully implement its mission of 
safeguarding and restoring South Florida's water resources and ecosystems, protecting communities from 
flooding, and ensuring an adequate water supply for all of South Florida's needs. 

As part of the District's commitment and ongoing efforts, alongside local governments, stakeholders, and 
communities in the region, the District is developing its Sea Level Rise and Flood Resiliency Plan. The 
plan, updated annually, is the first District initiative to compile a comprehensive list of priority resiliency 
projects with the goal of reducing the risks of flooding, sea level rise, and other climate impacts on water 
resources and increasing community and ecosystem resiliency in South Florida.  

SFWMD RESILIENCE EFFORTS 

SEA LEVEL RISE & FLOOD RESILIENCY PLAN 

& C&SF STUDY 
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